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ENGL 101-W01
ENGLISH COMPOSITION I

Instructor | Julia Carey Arendell
Location | City Park
Office hours & location | Wednesdays 10:30-11 & by appointment, Communications Department, CPO115
Email |
Office phone: 671-6536

COURSE LECTURE-LAB-CREDIT AND CONTACT HOURS: 3-0-3/45
COURSE MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25
LAB FEE:  $15.00
COURSE PREFIX AND NUMBER:  ENGL 101   
COURSE NAME: English Composition I

COURSE DESCRIPTION |
Introduces students to the critical thinking, reading, writing and rhetorical skills required in the college/university and beyond, including citation and documentation, writing as a process, and audience awareness; course will focus on the process of writing effective essays. Departmental exit exam required.

PREREQUISITES |
A minimum score of 71 on the Delgado Placement Test, an English ACT score of at least 18‑24, or successful completion of ENGL/ENRE 062 (or successful completion of equivalent developmental courses from a transfer school).  If the student’s ACT score is 25 or higher, the student may be recommended for advanced placement. A student must earn a grade of "C' or better in ENGL 101 to advance to ENGL 102.  
 
COURSE GOAL |
Students will learn to compose a variety of texts that emphasizes writing as a process.  Students will learn strategies for evaluating audience and purpose, gathering ideas, organizing, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading.  In addition, students will develop skills in critical reading, critical thinking, and problem solving. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES |
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
	Develop and organize ideas to support an explicit thesis statement.
	Accurately quote, summarize, paraphrase, and integrate quoted, paraphrased and/or summarized material into an academic essay and cite sources according to a standard documentation format.
	Express their thoughts in writing for a variety of audiences and purposes.

Select appropriate rhetorical strategies to use in each writing context (narrative, description, process, examples, definition, analysis, classification,  comparison and contrast, analogy, cause-and-effect analysis) 
	Edit to correct errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage.


 
COURSE CONTENT |
Students are taught the skills necessary to communicate information in written form and then encouraged to put these skills to use by drafting and writing texts based on what they have learned.  Classroom activities include lecture, discussion, drafting, writing, and editing papers (individually and in groups), answering questions, reading, and taking short quizzes on reading assignments.

TEXTS |
Ruszkiewicz, John, and Jay Dolmage.  How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference, 2nd ed. 
	Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2012.

Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference. 7th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011.    


ASSESSMENT:  
·	6‑8 formal writing assignments, including at least 2 timed in‑class writings of approximately 400 words, in which the student will respond to prompts and/or questions.  One of these papers must be an MLA mini-research paper.
·	A passing score on the Departmental Exit Exam.  It is necessary to pass the final examination to pass the course, no matter what the student’s average is otherwise.  In case of failing the final examination, the instructor may recommend a retake based on the student’s in-class writing. 

All students should keep a portfolio of their work and discuss their standing in class with their instructor throughout the semester. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with their progress in class.

EXIT EXAM ELIGIBILTY:

·	In order to sit for the English 101 exit exam, a student must have a cumulative average of 70% or higher in the course.  

·	A student who has a cumulative average below 70% is ineligible to sit for the exam.

When a student passes the exit exam, the student will receive the grade earned in the course, either an A, B, or C.

If a student does not pass the exit exam, that student will earn a D. 

The exam will be taken on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  If you fail the exit exam, the retake is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6. More information will be provided at a later date.


GRADES |
In this class, your final grade will be based on the following breakdown. Please note that in order to receive the earned grade of A, B, or C, you must sit for and pass the ENGL 101 exit exam.

Participation		10%
Essay (4)			15% each
Revised Paper		  5%
Practice Exit Exam (2)	  5% each
Quizzes		 	  5%
Journal			10%

There is no make-up work or extra credit in this class. Don’t ask. Don’t come begging at the end of the semester.  No late work accepted, no exceptions.

NOTE:  An essay with excessive grammatical errors will not receive a passing grade, no matter how well it fulfills the assignment.  Major errors include subject-verb agreement errors, verb form errors, fused sentences, comma splices, fragments, and errors involving “s” endings.  A passing essay should be at least 400 words. This is the minimum word length on any paper. If a paper is under, it will not receive a passing grade.

PLAGIARISM |
The Communication Division takes academic honesty and intellectual integrity very seriously and expects Delgado students to adhere to the Student Judicial Code in all classes.  If a student is caught violating the Student Judicial Code in any way, there will be serious consequences.   If a paper is plagiarized, the student will receive a zero. If a second offense occurs, the student will fail the course and further disciplinary action may be warranted.   All papers will be submitted to SafeAssign on the course site. If a paper is plagiarized IN ANYWAY the paper will receive a zero.  Plagiarism is not tolerated in this class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY STATEMENT |
Delgado Community College requires that students adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity. Students are entrusted to be honest in every phase of their academic life and to present as their own work only that which is genuinely theirs. Cheating, plagiarism, violation of test conditions, complicity in dishonest behavior, or other falsification of academic work is a serious breach of College standards. 

Plagiarism is defined as any attempt to represent the work of another as one's own original work. More specifically, plagiarism is the direct appropriation of the language, thoughts, or ideas of another--either literally or in paraphrase--without appropriate notation on the source and in such fashion as to imply that the work is one's own original work.

Depending upon the nature of the case, a student guilty of academic dishonesty may receive penalties ranging from a grade of "F" for the work submitted to expulsion from the College. Such penalties may be of both an academic and disciplinary nature.  Please see the College Catalog for additional information.  

DISABILITY SERVICES STATEMENT |
It is the general policy of Delgado Community College to assure equal opportunity for all qualified persons.  Reasonable accommodation for qualified persons with disabilities will be made provided the students have self-identified with the Office of Disability Services and have provided required documentation.  Individual instructors will modify the methods, requirements, and procedures of courses and examinations appropriately to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities, provided the academic integrity of the course or examination is not violated, and the health and welfare of all students are safeguarded.

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES |
Before a student comes to Communication’s Division Office, he/she should FIRST consult with his/her instructor to try and resolve the situation.  If the student and the instructor cannot resolve the issue, the student should come in to see the Department Head of English.  During the initial meeting, the Department Head will function as a mediator.  Further action will depend upon the outcome of this meeting.

ATTENDANCE |
All students are expected to attend regularly and punctually all classes in which they are enrolled.  Failure to do so may jeopardize their scholastic standing and could result in being dropped from a course.  A student who is absent 10% of the semester should be dropped from a class, whether the absences are consecutive or not: this means you may not miss more than five classes.   Please note that participation is 10%, or one letter grade, of your final grade.  One cannot participate if they do not attend.

MATERIALS REQUIRED |
Both textbooks.
Reliable access to internet and printing.
A notebook of some kind to organize your notes and in-class writings.
A small binder or folder in which to turn in your journals at the end of the semester.




Course Content:
The following material must be covered in English 101
The writing process/drafting/proofreading
Paragraph structure and patterns of paragraph development
	Topic Sentences

General versus specific support
Supporting details in the form of examples and explanation
Paragraph unity
Paragraph coherence 
Transitional devices
	Essay Structure

	Essay titles

Introductions
Conclusions
Thesis statement development
Essay development
Organizing content
Essay unity
Progression of ideas/logic
	Writing Effectively

	Parallel structure

Concrete language
Proper diction
Voice
Audience Awareness
College vocabulary
	Genres

	Causal analysis

Evaluation
Proposal
Argument
	Grammar, mechanics, punctuation (sentence components and types, fragments, run-on sentences, comma splices, subject/verb agreement errors, verb tense errors, pronoun-antecedent errors

Paraphrasing/Summary/Plagiarism
Introduction to MLA
	In-text citations
Works Cited
	Revision


DETAILS |

Conduct |
No electronic devices allowed in class, including laptops, tablets, and cell phones.  These should remain powered off and stowed.  Any in-class writing exercises will be handwritten.  Please no eating of food during class.

How to Succeed |
::  active participation   
To participate, you must attend.  And still, as it is in the workforce, just showing up is not enough.  Speak your thoughts and opinions in class so they can be appreciated and debated.  To be respected or understood, you must communicate.  To communicate, you must speak.  Your comments should reflect your sophistication and education as college students, reaching beyond, “I liked it,” “It was bad,” or “I agree.”  Tell us why and how, what worked for you, what didn’t.  Give your perspective.  I guarantee it is valuable and unique.
::  respect your colleagues
Much of this class will involve workshop and group collaboration.  Candid feedback is extremely valuable and can always be done in a manner that is respectful.  Remember that the world is about rejection and revision and your ability to sift through your emotional responses and persevere.  Keep your comments constructive and offer suggestions for improvement, not just complaints or compliments.  There is always room for improvement, and if your only response is “its perfect,” you have not delved far enough.  Embrace the challenge of good work to become a more critical thinker.
::  meet your deadlines
In the professional world, if you do not meet the demands of your supervisor, you are fired and replaced.  In today’s competitive market, no employer is looking for excuses or extensions.  Budget your time, plan ahead, and communicate your needs.  Late work will not be accepted.  No exceptions.

The Components Explained |
:: participation
Graded by your enthusiasm during class discussion and willingness to contribute.  Ask for clarification or help understanding something.  Bring relevant outside materials to class.  Do not wait to be called upon.  The classroom is a safe place for you to practice this vital skill.  Learning to work with others whose habits and ways of thinking are different from your own is the greatest lesson you can take from this class.
:: journal
A collection of in-class writings or responses to readings or assignments.  Though any work done in class will be handwritten and free of form to encourage brainstorming and self-discovery, the final product should be typed, coherent, and organized chronologically.  Each response should be at least a half page, single-spaced, with the date of its assignment at the top.  Your journal will be due at the end of the semester.
:: essays
Four essays will be assigned throughout the semester, with a minimum requirement of 400 words each.  Use Times New Roman, 12pt font, with 1 inch margins.  Every paper should have an original title, and the word count at the top of the first page with your header.  MLA format (we will learn this in class).  Papers are due as hard copies at the beginning of class.  
:: quizzes
I will give six quizzes throughout the semester and will drop your lowest grade.  You should have your readings prepared by the beginning of each week.
:: revision
Your last paper of the class will be a revision of a prior paper, your choice which.  The revision will not improve the prior grade.  You must turn in the original, graded version of the paper you revise in order to receive credit for this component.  You should always keep any graded work returned to you.
:: practice exit exams
We will work on techniques to help you succeed at the final exam.  These practice exams will be given in class towards the end of the semester.


CLASS SCHEDULE | subject to change :: “HTWA” = How To Write Anything Textbook

WEEK ONE 8/19-8/23
Diagnostic essay, syllabus quiz, the writing process

WEEK TWO 8/26-8/30
Read HTWA: pgs4-22, “Check, Mate??” on 29-35, and “Me Talk Pretty One Day,” on 635-640
Essay 1 assigned

WEEK THREE 9/2-9/6
Labor Day no class Sept 2
ESSAY 1 DUE SEPT 4TH, Essay 2 assigned

WEEK FOUR 9/9-9/13
Read HTWA: pgs 107-08, 117-123, “Looking at the iPad…” 109-12

WEEK FIVE 9/16-9/20
ESSAY 2 DUE 20 SEPT 20TH
Essay 3 assigned

WEEK SIX 9/23-9/27
Read handouts:  Robert Kennedy, “Remarks on the Assassination of Martin Luther King,” and Fred Rogers “Senate Statement on PBS Funding”

WEEK SEVEN 9/30-10/4
ESSAY 3 DUE OCT 4TH
LIBRARY DAY, October 4th (class will meet in the library)
Essay 4 assigned
For Friday 10/4, Read HTWA: pgs 600-629

WEEK EIGHT  10/7-10/11
Bring A Writer’s Reference to class
Read HTWA: pgs 472-486

WEEK NINE 10/14-10/18
Fall Break Oct 14th, no class, Bring A Writer’s Reference to class
WORKS CITED PAGE DUE OCT 18th
Read HTWA: pgs 487-497

WEEK TEN 10/21-10/25
ESSAY 4 DUE OCT 21st 
Read HTWA: pgs 72-94

WEEK ELEVEN 10/28-11/1
Read HTWA: pgs 192-203

WEEK TWELVE 11/4-11/8
REVISION DUE NOV 4TH, last day to drop with a W is NOV 6th

WEEK THIRTEEN 11/11-11/15
Practice EXIT EXAM #1 on Nov 11th

WEEK FOURTEEN 11/18-11/22
Practice EXIT EXAM #2 on Nov 22cd

WEEK FIFTEEN 11/25-11/29
Thanksgiving break, no class Nov 27th and 29th

WEEK SIXTEEN 12/2-12/6
JOURNALS DUE DEC 2cd
EXIT EXAM DEC 3rd, 10:30am – 12:30pm

